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SUBJECT: NEW HIGH COMMISSIONER TO ARRIVE SEPTEMBER 5 

1. THE NRO PORTUGUESE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR ANGOLA, ADMIRAL 
LEONEL ALEXANDRE GOMES CARDOSO WILL ARRIVE IN LUANDA SEPTEMBER 
5 ACCOMPANIED BY GENERAL ALMENDRA, UNTIL RECENTLY A COLONEL IN 
CHARGE OP THE LUANDA OPERATION COMMAND. ALMENDRA WILL BE THE 
DEPUTY COMMANDER OF MILITARY FORCES IN ANGOLA, A NEWLY CREATED 
POSITION.' 

2. CARDOSO ALSO HOLDS THE TITLE OP COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE 
ARMED FORCES AND ALMENDRA WILL BE HIS DEPUTY POR MILITARY AFPAIRS. 
PORMERLY, THE DEPUTY WAS THE COMMANDER OP THE ANGOLAN MILITARY 
REGION (RMA) A POST NOW OCCUPIED BY ACTING HIGH COMMISSIONER 
GENERAL MACEDO. IN THE ABSENCE OP THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, THE 
COMMANDER OP THE RMA TOOK OVER. UNDER THE NEW SETUP, ALMEDRA WILL 
ACT IN THE ABSENCE OP THE HIGH COMMISSIONER. THE THREE COMMANDS IN 
ANGOLA - ARNY - NAVY AND AIR FORCE WILL REPORT ALMENDRA. 
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COMMANDER. GENERAL MACEDO IS LONG OVERDUE FOR TRANSFER, HAVING 
SPENT FOUR YEARS IN ANGOLA (NORMAL TOUR IS TWO YEARS) AND 
HE IS ANXIOUS TO LEAVE. 

3. WLMEDRA"S DOUBLE PROMOTION TO GENERAL FROM COLONEL IS 
TEMPORARY. ALMEDRA HAS THE REPUTATION OF A TOUGH BUT FAIR 
PROFESSIONAL WITH NO POLITICAL AXES TO GRIND, EVEN THOUGH 
HIS OUTLOOK IS CONSERVATIVZ. ALL POLITICAL FACTIONS IN ANGOLA 
CRITICIZED HIS PERFORMANCE AS COPLAD COMMANDER, A GOOD INDICATION 
THAT HE DID NOT PLAY FAVORITES. THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES HERE SUPPORTED HIS NOMINATION AND 
EVERYONE SEEMS PLEASED THAT HE WILL CONTINUE ON IN ANGOLA 
IN A KEY POSITION. 
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